
 
 

Information for Parents 



What is Phonics? 
Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly and 

skilfully. The children are taught how to: 

 recognise the sounds each individual letter makes 

 identify the sounds that different combinations of 

letters make such as ‘sh’ or ‘oo’ 

 blend these sounds together from left to right to make 

a word 

Children can then use this knowledge to ‘decode’ new words 

that they can hear or see. This is a very important step in 

learning to read. 

 

 

 

 



Phonics at Park 

At Park Primary School we follow ‘Letters and Sounds’ which 

is a phonics programme published by the government to teach 

phonics systematically through six different phases. 

Children have phonics sessions every day. These normally last 

around 20 minutes and are fast, fun and multi-sensory. The 

children are given opportunities to apply their new skills in all 

areas of the curriculum. The more opportunities they are 

given, the more confident they will become with these skills. 
j 

Phase 1 

Children explore and experiment 

with sounds, differentiate 

between sounds and become 

familiar with rhyme, rhythm and 

alliteration. 

There are seven aspects that the 

children will explore: 

 Environmental sounds 

 Instrumental sounds 

 Body percussion 

 Rhythm and rhyme 

 Alliteration 

 Voice sounds 

 Oral blending and segmenting 

 

This phase continues throughout their primary education 



Phase 2 

Children will be taught that words are constructed from 

sounds, or phonemes.  

They will be taught the knowledge of a small selection of 

common consonants and vowels (which usually begin with s, a, 

t, i, p, n). 

They will then begin to put them together to read and spell 

CVC words such as tap, pin, sat.  

 

      

 

 

 



Phase 3 

Children link sounds to letters, 

naming and sounding the letters 

of the alphabet. They hear and 

say sounds in the order they 

occur in the word and read 

simple words by blending the 

sounds together from left to 

right. They recognise common 

digraphs (two letters making one sound e.g. ‘sh’ or 

‘ch’) and read some common words. 

 

Phase 4 

Children will be able to blend and segment sounds in words 

and apply this skill when reading and spelling.  

Children will move from CVC words to longer words containing 

more sounds. 

 



Phase 5 

Children will learn the alternative 

ways to pronounce letters (e.g. 

the ‘c’ in coat and city). They 

will recognise an increasing 

number of common words 

automatically and use their 

phonic skills as the main 

approach to reading and 

spelling. 

 

Phase 6 

Children will apply their 

phonic knowledge to 

recognise and spell an 

increasing number of 

complex words. They 

will also read an 

increasing number of 

words independently and 

automatically and be able to read 

for meaning. 

 

You may also hear your child talk about tricky words. These 

are words which cannot be sounded out, for example said, 

have, little and you. These are taught as sight words or tricky 

words. 



The Phonics Screening Check 

The phonics screening check is a government strategy to 

complete a quick and easy check of your child’s phonic 

knowledge at the end of Year 1. 
 

How does the check work? 

 Your child will sit with his/her teacher and be asked to 

read 40 words aloud. 

 Your child may have read some words before and 

others may be completely new. 

 The check normally takes a few minutes to complete 

and there is no time limit.  

 

What are ‘non-words’? 

The check will contain a mix of real words and ‘non-words’. 

You may hear your child describe them as nonsense or alien 

words as they are very familiar with these during phonics 

sessions. 

Non-words are important to include because words such as 

‘vap’ or ‘jound’ are new to all children. They cannot read the 

non-words by using their memory or vocabulary so they have 



to use their decoding skills and this allows teachers to check 

their ability to decode. 

After the check 

School will let you know about how your child had done in the 

screening check at the end of the summer term. Children who 

have not met the standard in Year 1 will have the opportunity 

to retake the check in Year 2. School will also let you know 

what support will be put into place to support your child. 

 

Helping your child with phonics and reading at 

home 

Phonics works best when children are given plenty of 

encouragement and learn to enjoy reading and books. Parent 

play a very important part in this and there are lots of ways 

you can help. 

 Sing songs and nursery rhymes at home together. 

Encourage your child to join in and do the actions. This 

can be done walking home from school, driving the car 

or washing the dishes! 

 

 Read something with your child – it doesn’t need to be a 

book! Comics, magazines, football programmes, texts, 

emails or a catalogue are a great alternative. 

 

 Make time for your child to read every day. We know 

how busy it can be at home so remember grandparents 

and older brothers or sisters can help too! 



 Word games like ‘I-spy’ can also be a fantastic way of 

teaching children about sounds and letters. You can also 

encourage your child to read the shopping list or road 

signs when you’re out in the car. 

 

 Talk about what they are reading. Talk before you 

start, talk whilst you are reading and talk after you 

have finished. Talk, talk TALK!  
 

 

 

Book Talk 

After reading it may be useful to ask your child some 

questions or have a ‘book talk’. Book talk is a really 

useful way of seeing how much the children have 

understood when reading. 



Here are some examples of questions you could ask 

before, during and after reading. 

 

Before 

 Can you point to the title? 

 What do you think this story will be about? 

 What does the blurb/writing on the back tell us? 

 

During 

 What is happening in the pictures? 

 What has happened so far? Is it what you expected to 

happen? 

 What might happen next? How will it end? 

 What sort of character is ___? Are he/she 

friendly/mean/nice, etc? 

 

After 

 Did you like the book? Why? (Encourage children to 

develop an opinion and explain their reason) 

 What was your favourite part? Why? 

 What was the most interesting/exciting/scary part? 

Can you find it? 

 What sort of character was___? 

 What happened in the story? 

 What did that character do ___ (give a situation or 

event from the story) 



Useful Phonics Websites 

There are lots of websites that can give you more information 

or some games to play with your child. 

Have a look at the following: 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

www.ictgames.com/literacy 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures 

www.teachyourmonstertoread.com 

www.letters-and-sounds.com 

www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies  

(especially the Alphablocks programmes and games) 

www.mrthorne.com 

(lots of games and videos to show how sounds are pronounced) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.ictgames.com/literacy
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures
http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies
http://www.mrthorne.com/


Useful APPs 

APPs are also a fantastic way to get children learning Phonics. 

Here are a few recommendations.  

Some APPs also have a ‘lite’ version – please try before you 

buy! 
 

Hairy Letters               Ladybird: I’m              Learn to Spell

      ready for Phonics 

                               
 

Mr Thorne               abc Pocket Phonics         Phonics abaca 

                                  

 

Phonics with              Twinkl Phonics         CBeebies Playtime           

Letter Lilies 

                       



Glossary 

 

Digraph Two letters that produce one 

sound 

E.g. ‘ch’ ‘th’ ‘ee’ or ‘ng’ 

 

Grapheme A letter or a number of letters 

that represents a sound 

   E.g. how it looks on the page! 

 

Phoneme  A unit of sound in a word. 

E.g. hat has 3 phonemes (h-a-t) 

chips has 4 phonemes (ch-i-p-s)

  

Trigraph Three letters that produce one 

sound 

E.g. ‘igh’ ‘air’ ‘ure’ or ‘ear’ 
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